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through Central India and the ports oa the West
Coast till July 1314, visited the Maldives, Ceylon,
the Coromandel Coast, Bengal, and Assam, in the
next two years, apd China in the following year,
touching the Malabar ports again on his return
journey about April 1347.
A few of his experiences before he reached
India are of interest as they niake his account of the
country elenreiv His journeys and the intimate
touch into which he got with the heart of affairs
everywhere were rendered possible by the world-
wide fraternity of Islam. The diffusion of the
Arabic language among the learned of Islam solved
the language difficulty for him not only in the
Mediterranean countries, but in East Africa, in
f urkish territories, in India and the Archipelago,
and even in China. The Shaikh met a holy man in
Alexandria, who had a brother in India, and another
in China, between whom he carried messages of
salutation. The Maldive islands owed their religion
and their civilisation to a Muslim from Morocco,
an$ our Shaikh was at once welcomed in the island
to a position of the highest authority.
India loomed large in those days in the
mental horizon of the Muslim world The Tartar
invasion had destroyed some of the fairest cities
in Central Asia. The Shaikh found Bokhara
in ruins, and Persia in a state of division The
Seljuk Empire of Asia Minor WEB in a state of
dissolution, and the Ottoman Empire was yet in
its cradle. To the Turks the Shaikh pays a hi<?h